
AJS English
Learning Journeys

Year 4 



Autumn

● Setting description - based upon ‘Tin Forest’
● Narrative - based upon ‘The Tunnel’
● Diary entry - based upon ‘Black Dog’
● Informal letter - based upon ‘Winter’s Child’



Purpose: To describe a 
setting.
Audience: A friend who 
has never been to the 
forest before
Forms: A narrative setting 
description.

Start

WALT: become familiar with
a text

WALT: select effective vocabulary to describe 
a setting

WALT: create expanded noun phrases

WALT: generate a verb list and find synonyms

WALT:convey viewpoint through descriptive writing

WALT:create fronted adverbial phrases

WALT:organise our writing into a paragraph

WALT: evaluate and edit our writing

WALT:use adverbs to describe verbs

WALT: create a storyboard WALT: spell words with ‘aw’ spelt augh/au

WALT: spell words adding the prefix ‘in-’

WALT: spell words adding the prefix ‘im-’ 
before root words starting ‘m’ or ‘p’



WALT: explore portal stories 
and settings

WALT: familiarise ourselves with a 
portal story

WALT: describe and compare characters

WALT: design a portal setting

WALT: practise fronted adverbials

WALT: use fronted adverbials in a setting description

WALT: practise inverted commas for speech

WALT: use inverted commas for speech between 
story characters

WALT: edit and evaluate our portal story ending

WALT: publish and illustrate our portal story ending

WALT: produce an 
apprentice write

WALT: write our portal story ending

Purpose: To entertain
Audience: Children
Forms: A narrative ending

WALT: spell words adding the prefix ‘il-’ 
before a root words starting with ‘l’ and the 

prefix ‘ir-’ before root words starting with ‘r’

WALT: spell homophones and near homophones

WALT: spell words with ‘shun’ endngs 
spelt with ‘-sion’ if root words end in ‘-

se’, -’de’ or ‘d’

Start



Purpose: To describe

Audience: Personal Diary

Form: Diary

Start

WALT: Sequence the events of the 
story Black Dog

WALT: Explore how the author uses actions to 
explain feelings

WALT: Describe a character’s thoughts and feelings

WALT: Describe events and details through effective use of prepositions

WALT:Build a sense of character through description of events, actions and feelings

WALT: Organise ideas effectively into a diary introduction

WALT: Write to describe in role as a character from a book

WALT:Evaluate and edit our writing to make improvements

WALT: spell words with a ‘shuhn’ sound spelt ‘-
sion’ if the root words end in ‘se’, ‘de’ or ‘d’

WALT: spell words with a ‘shuhn’ sound spelt ‘-
ssion’ if the root words end in ‘ss’ or ’mit’

WALT: spell words with a ‘shuhn’ 
sound spelt ‘-tion’ if the root 

words end in ‘te’ or ‘t’

WALT: Identify and use prepositions

WALT:Respond to a new text 
‘Black Dog’

WALT: Identify the features of a diary entry



Purpose: To say thank you

Audience: Winter’s Child

Form: Letter

Start

WALT: Become familiar with a text

WALT: Build vocabulary word bank for description

WALT: Vary the use of nouns and pronouns to avoid repetition

WALT:Write a character description.

WALT: Identify features of an informal  letter

WALT: Convey a character’s personality through writing

WALT:Evaluate and edit our writing to make improvements

WALT: spell statutory challenge words

WALT: spell words with a’ shuhn’ sound spelt ‘-
cian’  if the root words end in ‘c’ or ‘cs’

WALT: spell words with ‘ough’ to make a long 
/o/, /oo/ or /or/ sound



Spring

● Engage with new book - ‘How To Train Your Dragon’
● Instruction writing - How to catch your own dragon
● Inform with a profile page - based upon 

‘The Incomplete Book Of Dragons’
● Narrative - Own Viking saga based upon a range of shared 

sagas from ‘The Dragon’s Hoard’



Purpose: To engage with a 
new book
Audience: Young readers 
Form: character 
descriptions, illustrations 
and book review.

Start

WALT: describe a character 
in an apprentice write

WALT: design a setting  and 
annotate with descriptive and 
informative language 

WALT: write a Reading 
River entry using our 
Thinking Hats 

WALT: engage with and share 
thoughts about a new book WALT: spell nouns ending in the suffix ‘-ation’



Purpose: To inform and instruct

Audience: young Vikings on the 
Dragon Initiation Programme

Form: A set of instructions

Start

WALT:use conjunctions, prepositions and adverbs to
express time, place and cause

WALT: identify and use imperative verbs

WALT: identify and label the features of a set of instructions

WALT: Write a set of instructions

WALT:Evaluate and edit our writing
to make improvements

WALT: use apostrophes for 
possession

WALT: spell nouns ending in the suffix ‘-ation’

WALT: spell plural words with plural   
possessive apostrophes

WALT: use apostrophes for 
contraction



Purpose: To describe and inform

Audience: Young Viking warriors

Form: Dragon profile page

Start

WALT: plan a dragon profile page

WALT: recognise and use similes

WALT: identify when to use ‘an’ and
‘a’ determiners

WALT: identify 
features of a dragon 
profile

WALT: write a  dragon profile page

WALT:evaluate and edit our writing to                                
make improvements

WALT: create a collection of expanded noun phrases                   
for a dragon profile

WALT: spell words adding the prefix 
‘sub’ and the prefix ‘super-’

WALT: spell homophones and                        
near homophones

WALT: spell homophones and                        
near homophones

WALT: recognise and
use determiners



Purpose: To entertain

Audience: Vikings

Form: Narrative

Start

WALT: build a plot  for a 
Viking saga

WALT: use multi-clause sentences

WALT: use fronted adverbials

WALT: familiarise 
ourselves with Viking 
sagas

WALT: write a Viking saga

WALT:evaluate and edit our 
writing to make improvements

WALT: produce an apprentice 
write from a picture prompt

WALT: spell words with a soft c spelt with ‘ci’
WALT: appreciate and write sentences of varying length

WALT: identify the characteristics 
of a Viking saga

WALT: spell words with the /s/ sound spelt 
with ‘sc’

WALT: spell words with a soft c spelt with ‘ce’



Summer

● Engage with new book using a range of Reading River 
based tasks - ‘The Minpins’

● Persuasive advert - Suction boots for Minpins
● Formal letter - to complain about damaged suction 

boots
● Play script - based upon A Midsummer’s Night Dream
● Narrative - based upon ‘The Tin Forest’, ‘The Minpins’ 

and ‘The Tree Keepers’



Task One
WALT: demonstrate our listening skills 
with illustrations

Draw illustrations.

Task Two
WALT: express a character’s feelings 
inferred from an extract

Use red hat thinking to write.

Task Three
WALT: state information retrieved from 
an extract

Use white hat thinking to write.

Task Four
WALT: describe a character

Use Role on the Wall.

Task Five
WALT: consider the problems and 
positives of an extract

Use black and yellow hat thinking in 
writing.

Task Six
WALT:make predictions based upon 
information in an extract

Use green hat thinking in writing.

Task Seven
WALT: identify effective vocabulary and 
explain our choices

Use either a list or diagram to collect 
vocabulary.

Task Eight
WALT:express our opinions using 
reasoning

Use own thoughts in writing or a 
drawing.

Task Nine
WALT:clarify our understanding of the 

story so far

Use drawing and writing to explain.

As an introduction to The Minpins this week, we have a series of mini tasks about the opening of the story that can be 
completed in our Reading Journal and Reading River books. Some tasks we will complete as a class and others you can 
choose to complete independently. Use the following link to access:

Spelling focus -WALT: spell words adding the prefix ‘inter-’

‘24 version

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JrlmsFMd507bjMfed2ZZGJ6aFwqIiAs2TklMRaQSqLM/edit?usp=sharing


Purpose: To persuade.
Audience: The Minpins
Form: Advert

Start

WALT: identify the features 
of a persuasive advert

WALT: evaluate and edit a persuasive advert

WALT: use powerful adjectives

WALT: use comparatives and superlatives

WALT:plan a persuasive advert

WALT: write a persuasive advert

WALT: spell words adding the prefix ‘anti-’

WALT: spell words adding the prefix ‘auto-’

WALT: spell words adding the prefix ‘non-’



Purpose: To formally persuade.
Audience: Suction boot seller
Form: Formal letter

Start

WALT: identify the features of 
a formal letter

WALT: evaluate a formal letter

WALT: distinguish between informal and  
formal language

WALT: persuade formally

WALT: write a formal letter

WALT: spell words ending in ‘-ar/-er’

WALT: spell words adding the suffix ‘-ous’ (no 
change to root word)



Purpose: To entertain
Audiences: Young children
Forms: Narrative -
adventure story

Start

WALT:produce a story

WALT: use our fronted adverbial -ly spellings

WALT: use an S plan to summarise a story

WALT: edit and evaluate a story

WALT: use speech in story writing

WALT: use fronted adverbials of time 
and place in a sentence

WALT: complete an
apprentice write

WALT: spell words adding the suffix ‘-
ous’ (words ending in ‘y’ become ‘i’ and 

words ending in ‘our’ become ‘or’)

WALT: use an S plan to plan a story

WALT: spell words adding the suffix ‘-ous’ (no 
definitive root word)’

WALT: spell words adding 
the suffix ‘-ous’

( words ending in ‘e’ drop)



Purpose: To entertain
Audience: Families with 
young children
Form: Play script

Start

WALT: read a 
playscript

WALT: evaluate and edit a play script

WALT: perform our own plays

WALT:plan a playscript

WALT: write a play script

WALT: spell words with the prefix ‘ex-’

WALT: spell adverbials of manner

WALT: spell adverbials of 
frequency and possibility

WALT: identify features of a 
play script

WALT: identify the difference between a 
narrative and a playscript


